
Monmouth County Workforce Development Board 
Minutes of June 1, 2023 

 

Members Present Members Absent Guests 
Robert Connolly, Chair 
Brian Wallace, Trustee 
Patricia Carlesimo, Trustee 
Toi Collins 
Paul Dement 
Wyatt Earp 
Lucille Famulary 
Chris Femiano 
Charles Ford 
John Gagliano 
Kay Harris 
Dallas Hlatky 
Geoff Perseley 
Violeta Peters 
Robert Shimko 
David Stout 
Cheryl Vail 
Cyndie Williams  

John Brown 
John Ciufo 
Roseann Isasi 
Gail Russell 
William Salcedo 
 
Staff Present 
Larry Sternbach 
Yolanda Taylor 
Lucy Rivera 
Joan Desmarais 
 

Anthony Cipriano - CentraState 
Meg Cody – NJ Resources 
Jodi Grinwald – MODC 
 

 
 
CALL TO ORDER & READING OF PUBLIC MEETING LAW: 

• Robert Connolly, Chair of the WDB, called the meeting to order at 10:09 a.m. at 
LADACIN Network in Wanamassa, NJ. 

• N.J. Provisions of the Public Meeting Law, Chapter 231, P.L. 1975, and its revisions, were 
satisfied by publication of a Public Notice in the Star Ledger newspaper. 

 
 ROLL CALL: 

• Attendance was taken with sufficient number of WDB members present to constitute a 
quorum.  

APPROVAL MINUTES: 
• Mr. Connolly entertained a motion to approve the minutes of the March 2, 2023 WDB 

meeting.  Violeta Peters made a motion, which was seconded by John Gagliano to 
approve the minutes of the March 2, 2023 WDB meeting as written and distributed.  
No corrections or changes were offered, and the motion was unanimously approved.   
 

WELCOME AND INTRODUCTIONS: 
• Robert Connolly, Chair of the Workforce Development Board welcomed and thanked 

everyone who took time from their busy schedules to join the WDB meeting.  He also 
thanked Patti Carlesimo, Executive Director of LADACIN Network for hosting the 
meeting. 



 
 
MEMBERSHIP: 

• Larry Sternbach, Executive Director of the Workforce Development Board (WDB) 
introduced the following new members to the board and reported the following 
changes to the WDB: 

o Anthony Cipriano, Director, Talent Acquisition & Physician Recruitment for  
CentraState Healthcare System.  Anthony will occupy the seat of Jay Robinson who 
recently retired from his position at CentraState Healthcare System.  

o Jodi Grinwald, Monmouth-Ocean Development Council.  Md. Grinwald will 
occupy the seat of Ben Waldron who recently retired from his position at MODC 
on June 30, 2023. 

o Meg Cody, Talent Acquisition Partner for New Jersey Resources will occupy the 
seat formerly held by Renee Kurowski who stepped down from the WDB. 

 
WDB UPDATES: 

• Monmouth County Correctional Institution: 
o Mr. Sternbach announced that the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) with 

the Monmouth County Correctional Institution was approved.  This will allow the 
institution to hire a Re-Entry Employment Specialist, who would act as a liaison 
between the MCDWD and the Jail to help inmates get employment002E 
 

• 2023 Summer Youth Employment Program: 
o Funding has been received for the 2023 Summer Youth Employment Program in 

the amount of $954,000 to serve 280 youth.  Currently there are approximately 
30 to 40 employers that will be working with the MCDWD’s that will provide 
summer jobs. 
 

• Partnership Awards Dinner: 
o The Partnership Awards Dinner was held on April 26th at the Jumping Brook 

Country Club and was very successful. Since the start of this fundraising event, 
Mr. Sternbach reported that the total lifetime donations to the Brookdale 
Community College Foundation are now over $120,000. 

o Mr. Sternbach is recommending that the Board donate $10,000 to the Brookdale 
Community College Foundation for 20 scholarships at $500.00 each for the 
academic year of September 2023 through May 2024. 

o Rob Connolly made the motion, second by Violeta Peters to approve the $10,000.00 
donation to the BCC Foundation.  The vote was unanimously approved with Dr. Stout 
abstaining. 

 
FISCAL UPDATE:  

• PY’22 Funding 
o Must be expended by July 2024, currently on target. 

• PY’21 Funding 
o PY’21 funding was totally obligated except for WFNJ TANF.  The expenditure period 

expired, therefore will be returning $217,004 back to NJDOL.  This money was not spent 
due to the Covid 19 pandemic and sanctioning being suspended 

 



Performance Standards: 
• As of the end of May 2023, all performance measures are in the green, except for the 

measurable skills gains for youth, which is currently in the red at 48.40%. 
 
WDB COMMITTEE UPDATES: 

• Youth Committee:  Recommending have a Healthcare Industry Career Day for high school 
students.  

• Services to People with Disabilities Committee:  The committee changed their name to 
“Committee for Inclusive Employment”.  

• One-Stop Operations Committee:  Initiative Impact 2025 – How to have a greater impact on the 
number of people served. 

• Basic Skills & Literacy Committee:  Addressing the wait list, which has over 500 people. 
 
GOVERNANCE UPDATE: 
 

• Lawrence Sternbach, Executive Director of WDB stated that to be in compliance with the NJDOL 
Governance Policy, there must be separation between the Local Workforce Development Board 
staff and the WIOA Operations staff, and the competitive procurement of Operations.  The 
target date is July 1, 2024. 

• In the interim, Monmouth County will be submitting a “Title I Service Delivery Area Waiver” to 
NJDOL, which would allow Monmouth County to continue to provide Career Services through 
June 30, 2024.  A resolution will be written and sent to the Monmouth County Board of County 
Commissioners for approval. 

• The One-Stop Operator with Brookdale Community College will be renewed until December 30, 
2023. 

• The following Request for Proposals (RFP’s) will be issued after Labor Day, each of which will be 
a 2-year contract with two 1-year renewal options: 

1) One-Stop Operator 
2) Career Services 

 
2022-2024 REGIONAL & LOCAL PLANNING:  

• Regional Plan was posted on the Workforce Development 
(www.WorkInMonmouth.com) website for public comment for 30 days, concluding on 
May 5th.  Included in the plan was the calendar of Regional Meetings. 

• Monmouth County Local Area Plan is available on the workforce development website 
for public comment period ending on June 16th. 

 
COMMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC:  None 

NEXT MEETING: 

• September 14, 2023 – 3:00 PM – Location:  TBD 

 
ADJOURNMENT:   

• There being no further business to come before the WDB, the meeting was adjourned 
at 11:14 AM upon a motion from Rob Connolly.  The motion was seconded by Dr. 
David Stout and unanimously approved. 

http://www.workinmonmouth.com/
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